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Letter from the Pastor 
    Happy New Year!  Thank you for 
your presence and spirit during a 
blessed community expression of 
Advent and Christmas.  I hope that 
you and your families and your 
loved ones encountered the living 
God in this time of hope and birth! 
    The one flaw, it seems, in our rit-
ual celebration of Christmas is that 
it comes and then it goes.  The 
buildup of anticipation, with music 
and thoughtfulness and coming to-
gether, culminates in a day or a 
week of that which we anticipated.  
But then after a few bowl games 
and some black-eyed peas we have 
to get back to our “old” lives, the 
ones we left behind for a brief time. 
    But Christmas, of course, is not a 
moment, but a movement.  It is a 
celebration of the birth of God on 
earth, a beginning.  Not a beginning 
for God, so much, as a beginning 
for us, now that we know the way 
God is – here, working, growing.  
So Christmas ritual does not cap-
ture the trajectory of Christmas 
revelation.  What we celebrate 
about God and each other on 
Christmas is actually going some-
where, toward a day of peace and 
justice and wholeness for all.  So 
each year we can focus on Christ-
mas as something that does not 
come and go, but rather something 
that grows and grows! 
    We can, of course, participate in 
the growing of God’s fullness on 

earth, and as a church we try to be 
mindful and purposeful about it.      
    This year we will participate in 
the new Family Promise program 
in the North Shore, through which 
we will host young families ex-
periencing homelessness at our 
church, for a week at a time.  This 
is one of our community resolu-
tions for 2010 - to participate ac-
tively in the battle against home-
lessness and hopelessness.  (See 
page 5 of this newsletter for infor-
mation about how you can partici-
pate in this important ministry, in 
the days and weeks to come!)  
What other ways will you resolve 
to be part of the perpetual Christ-
mas birth of God and a new day 
on earth? 
    I wish you this in January—an 
encounter with the truth that 
Christmas is not over, that God is 
with you still, that God’s potential 
lives everywhere, and that God’s 
purpose has something to do with 
you and me.   
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8:45 a.m. Sunday Bible Study in Conference Room B:  Reading guides are available.  Seminar dis-
cussion.  ALL ARE WELCOME and childcare is provided. For more information, please contact Dar-
rell Herschler. Staff: Rev. Diann Santschi (847) 446-7777 ext. 25.  
 
Mondays at 5:00 p.m.: A weekly Pastor's Bible Study with David Lower meets on Mondays from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in Conference Room B.  The journey toward a sermon is a rich and meaningful 
process, and best done with a community of listeners and voices!  We will study the text(s) for the 
week, their contexts, and begin to discern what an ancient text might have to say to us today.   

• 1/4 No Class 
• 1/11 John 2:1-11 
• 1/18 No Class (MLK Holiday) 
• 1/25 Luke 4:21-30 

 
The Women's Wednesday Morning Bible Study, 9:30-11:30 a.m.  This Fall we'll be doing an in-
depth study of the Old Testament book of Exodus.  As the story and characters come to life, we'll 
discover how relevant the Bible is, and how it connects to our lives today in the 21st century! Led by 
Nancy Hohfeler, we meet from 9:30-11:30 in conference room B, Wednesday mornings for sharing, 
prayer and study.  All are welcome! 
 
Join us for these opportunities to grow our spirits and think collectively about how God is calling us 
to grow together as a church!  
 
 
 

Adult Education 
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EARLY MORNING BOOK DISCUSSION   If you are interested 
in participating in a 7 a.m. (or 8:00 ?) book study of selected 

books with a spiritual theme please contact Marj Steiner. 

Congregational Meeting 
The session has called a congregational meeting for January 10th, immediately following the 9:45 
worship service, for the purpose of electing new elders and deacons. 
 

Slate to be presented for vote: 
 
APNC: Martha Bermingham, Andy McCausland (to fill in for 2 previously elected members) 
Deacons:   Anne Eagleton, Judy Sawdey, Sandy McCausland, Anne Olk    
Elders:      Tim Marshall (Administration)       

Karen Bowen (Spiritual Formation) 
Jacques Gordon (Stewardship) 
Nancy Holly (Children’s Ministries) 
Walt Bay (Personnel) 
Andy Langan (Endowment)    
Kathryn Guylay (Mission)                                             

 



...continued on page 4 
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On Tuesday, January In May, members of the WPC Music Search Committee (Chuck Blomberg, 
Marcia Herschler, Nancy Hohfeler, Sherri Lewis, Amanda Lower (chair), Andy McCausland, Mike 
Nell, Anne Olk, Jim Rhind, Cindy Ritchell) and I began the process of discerning, with the help of 
the congregation, the one whom God is calling to be our next Director of Music Ministries.  Because 
music is so important in our community life, this search emulated the process churches use to find a 
pastor, which includes community dialogue, self-assessment, prayer, and listening carefully for a 
deep sense of connection with a new leader.   
 
After community conversations, a survey of 90+ members of the congregation, and extensive discus-
sion, we identified the purpose of this search:  “to find a Director of Music Ministries who will ac-
tively, joyfully, and purposefully harness the gifts of our community to create music that communi-
cates deep truths, awakens us to God’s presence, draws us together, and moves us to respond.”  The 
Search Committee advertised our position nationally, fielded over 120 applications, interviewed 
dozens, auditioned about 20, and invited three to conduct the choir for part of a rehearsal.  While 
there were other “finalists” still to audition, consensus developed quickly in the committee’s prayer-
ful discernment.   
 
The committee and I heard God’s call in this process unanimously, and so I’m 
pleased to announce that our next Director of Music Ministries will be Geoff 
Duffy.  Geoff has enthusiastically accepted our offer, and will assume this role 
beginning February 15, 2010.  More than any other candidate, the search com-
mittee and I feel Geoff demonstrates excellence in every quality we seek:  musi-
cianship, leadership, conducting, teaching, children and youth leadership, crea-
tivity, diverse worship programming, passion for the faith, sense of music and 
ministry, and likability.  As you know, with Royce leading us, we at WPC have 
high standards for all of these qualities.  Geoff’s remarkable musicianship, spiri-
tual leadership, passion for worship, and dedication to inspiring others through 
music will seem, I expect, familiar in a wonderful way.  Geoff also brings his own uniqueness into 
our midst, with experience in protestant and catholic traditions, in racially and culturally diverse 
congregations.  In one church, Geoff conducted a community music study to identify what kind of 
offerings would draw interest from beyond the church walls.  Geoff will learn from all this church 
has to offer, and I am confident we will learn from him, too. 
 
Geoff is a native of the state of Washington, and was raised as an evangelical protestant.  When his 
aunt was ready to retire as an organist, Geoff became the church organist as a teenager.  Geoff re-
ceived his B.A. in Pastoral Studies from Southwestern College in KS, and a certificate in Scripture 
and Leadership Training from the Seattle University School of Theology.  Geoff found a denomina-
tional home in Catholicism in his 20s.  Geoff is currently the Director of Music, Worship, and Spiri-
tual Life at St. James Catholic Church in Chicago.  Geoff has served several churches in his 20 years 
of music ministry, including Our Redeemer’s Lutheran in Seattle, and several large catholic 
churches in Illinois and Washington.  It seems Geoff has impressed and inspired everywhere he’s 
been, and I include below a few of the accolades we’ve received about him. 
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As we welcome a new leader for our music program, I thank God for the gift that Royce and Marge 
are to this church, and for the wonderful new life they bring to our worship!  That gratefulness now 
extends to the gift Royce has offered to our upcoming transition.  We have two more months to look 
forward to under Royce’s inspiring leadership, and starting Feb 15, Royce and Geoff have agreed to 
overlap for two weeks, so that Geoff can be smoothly introduced to the ways and resources of this 
church.  Royce will continue to be a partner for us in worshipping God through music, more reasons 
to be grateful for his presence in our church family! 
 
I hope you will join me in giving thanks to God for the gift of music, the extraordinary ministry of 
Royce Eckhart, and the enormous promise of a new leader whom God has called to us, Geoff Duffy.   
 
Sincerely, and in peace,  
David 

 
Just a few excerpts from the many endorsements of Geoff Duffy… 

  
Mary Dwinnell, Minister at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Seattle: “I was so impressed at Geoff’s ability to 
make our Lutheran worship services each Sunday memorable and special.  He has an uncanny ability to work 
with people of all denominations.  It was refreshing for me to work with a music minister who was gifted in or-
gan, piano, and directing, as well as having artistic talent that enhanced the worship experience.  Geoff made 
our liturgy living through both art and music.”  
  
Father Chris Weekly, St. Ignatius Parish in Portland, OR: “Geoff has a passion for the broad church's liturgical 
life, and a concern that the church's liturgy praise God in ways that reflect the growing concerns for justice in 
ecclesial life. He understands the interconnections of liturgy and justice, and the imperative we are given at 
the end of worship to "go in love and service" into the world.” 
  
Julie Olsen, former musician who worked with Geoff, BA Oberlin Conservatory, MFA U Washington: “Geoff is a 
wonderful musician. His technical facility is impressive; he is a sensitive accompanist; his improvisational and 
interpretive skills are astounding. Not only is he a fine pianist, but his organ skills often inspire applause at the 
close of Mass. Geoff’s singing voice is a lovely, flexible and sensitive instrument. He is stylistically fluent, and 
can move effortlessly from Handel or Mozart to a swinging gospel tune.” 
  
“Geoff creates an atmosphere in which one can grow artistically, intellectually, spiritually and musically.” 
  
Michelle Genthon, Executive Director, Music Center of the Northwest, member of Geoff’s former church and 
choir: “Geoff is an excellent musician in his own right (a pianist, organist, percussionist, conductor and singer) 
who works well with other musicians of all ages and skill levels: children, teenagers and adults.  His calmness 
and pleasant demeanor are infectious and lead others to perform their musical ministries joyfully. His inspira-
tion causes others to do their very best.” 
  
“The most important aspect of his teaching is the way in which he lives the path of Christ.  He expresses his 
beliefs easily and openly, he prays from his heart, and he is, above all, joyful, understanding the real meaning 
of Christianity.” 
  
“He is skilled in music, understands and lives liturgy, and leads through his words and actions.” 
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On Tuesday, January 19th, Cabrini Green Legal Aid and Renew Chicago are partnering to bring Dr. 
Tony Campolo to Chicago to talk about Justice and Mercy for the poor.  The event is free to all.  Re-
ception will begin at 5pm with Dr. Campolo scheduled to speak at 6pm with a Q&A to follow.  The 
event will be held at Park Community Church’s near north campus at 1001 N. Crosby in Chicago.   
  
Sociologist, author, professor, preacher and founder of The Evangelical Association for the Promo-
tion of Education, Dr. Tony Campolo is among the most celebrated and sought-after speakers and 
writers in the United States.  His ministry has focused on the thousands of young adults who have 
committed to serve those living in poverty through his inspiring and challenging teaching.  He has 
authored more than 38 books including his recent text, Red Letter Christians.  You will not want to 
miss this evening of challenge and conversation with one of America’s greatest communicators. 

This fall, as a community, we decided to participate in the Family 
Promise – North Shore network of churches and temples in support of 
young families experiencing homelessness.  As a covenant partner in 
the network, we have agreed to host 2-3 homeless families at WPC for a 
week at a time, 4 weeks per year.  Family Promise represents an opportunity for us all to serve oth-
ers, and be shaped by others, right here in our church home!   
  
Many churches in the area have stepped up to become covenant partners, like WPC, and so the net-
work is ready to launch in March of this year!  While our first week of hosting is yet to be deter-
mined, we are already starting to get ready for this meaningful ministry,  and WE NEED YOUR 
HELP!  There will be an introductory planning meeting after worship on Sunday, January 10th, at 
11:10am.  Please come on Sunday and find ways that you can be part of this important new chapter 
in the life of our church! 
  
There will be many ways you and your family can participate in this new ministry, through your 
prayers and your volunteering.  When we host families at WPC, church volunteers come to the 
church to cook and eat dinner and spend time with the families, with two adult volunteers sleeping 
overnight.  The hosted families then spend their daytimes at a regional “day center,” where a social 
worker helps the parents find work, housing and stability while the kids are at school.   
  
As a church of Jesus Christ, we pray and work for the struggling families that will be served by 
Family Promise, and for the promised day to come when no one is stuck outside. 

Family Promise – Hosting Families Experiencing Homelessness at WPC 
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$o you think you could clean up on Jeopardy? 
 

Have you been told you’re full of useless information?  Well, now you‘ll get your 
chance to prove how useful your trivia knowledge is at the first annual Youth-
sponsored 
 Trivia Night Fundraiser: 5:30 - 7:30 PM on Sunday, January 24, 2010! 
 

Gather five of your most trivia-wise friends or take your chances and get matched up 
with others at a table that night to try your luck / wisdom at ten rounds of trivia 
questions. 
 

Tickets ($15 per person) will go on sale after worship beginning Sunday, January 3 and will include the cost of 
a pizza dinner & soft drinks.  You’re welcome & encouraged to bring along your own appetizers and desserts 
for your table.  Prizes will go to the winningest table and games between the rounds will allow you a chance 
to win individually. 
 

Sound like fun?  We thought so!  Come show us what you’ve got! 

Come join us for supper and worship on Wednesday, January 13th at 5:45pm, with worship starting 
at 6:30pm.  David Lower will lead a service of community bible reflection and communion.  Hope to 
see you there! 

MID-WEEK OASIS WORSHIP SERVICE, WEDNESDAY JANUARY 13th 



Jan 3  
 Sunday School 
 

Jan 10  
 Sunday School  
 

Jan 11  
 RSVP for the Trivia Night Fundraiser 
 

Jan 13  
 Study Break at J.P. McCarthy’s 7:30 PM - ? 
  
 

Jan 24 
 Sunday School 
 

 Trivia Night Fundraiser 4:30 - 8:30 PM 
 See below for details.  RSVP by Monday, January 11. 
 

Jan 31 
 Sunday School 

Jan 3  
 Sunday School, Confirmation Class  
   

Jan 10  
 Sunday School 
 

 Visit to the Islamic Cultural Center 12:00 - 3:00 PM 
 Bring a lunch to eat during Sunday School; RSVP by Monday, January 
4. 
 

Jan 11  
 RSVP for the Trivia Night Fundraiser 
 

Jan 24  
 Sunday School, Confirmation Class 
 

 Trivia Night Fundraiser 4:30 - 8:30 PM 
 See below for details.  RSVP by Monday, January 11. 
 

Jan 29-31  
 Junior High Presbytery Retreat See box to the left and e-mail from 
 November 30 for more details. 

Advertise 

Trivia Night Fundraiser 
4:30 - 8:30 PM Sunday, January 24 (the event is 5:30—7:30) 
We’ll quiz the adults on ten different trivia topics and we’ll need a lot of people to get it done: servers to serve pizza and 
soft drinks, graders to check their answers, people to set up and clean up, babysitters and a variety of other jobs.  
Please let Nicole know by Monday, January 11 if you can help out with this fundraiser.  Let Nicole know your pizza top-
ping preference when you RSVP! 

Junior High Retreat 
 

We’ll head down to Bloomington, IL 
for outdoor and indoor fun (including 
a swimming pool).  This event is 
entirely different from the lock-in 
we’ll do March 6-7 and offers a 
chance to learn from other leaders, 
both the keynote and small group 
leaders, as well as participate in a lot 
of fun events with other kids going 
through confirmation in Presbyterian 
churches in Chicagoland.  Come join 
us for a great weekend getaway! 
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Fellowship time!  The sign-up sheet for our third annual Dinner for 80 is now posted in the Narthex 
near the big desk.  All adults at WPC are encouraged to take part in this potluck dinner on Saturday, 
February 6.  At 6 p.m. we will meet together at the church for beverages 
and appetizers.  At 7 o’clock we will adjourn to host houses for dinner in 
groups of eight.  The hosts will provide the main dish.  The guests will be 
assigned to bring bread and wine, a salad or dessert.  You won’t know 
where you will be dining until that evening!  Please sign up by Sunday, 
January 24 and  indicate on the chart if you are willing to host a group of 
eight.  Then join us as we mix, mingle, and get to know a few more mem-
bers of the WPC family.    

Dinner for 80  

INTERGENERATINAL FELLOWSHIP NIGHT IS JANUARY 10TH FROM 5-7:30 IN THE NAR-
THEX. Please sign up in the Atrium. Bring a dish to share and several of your favorite games. Chil-
dren, youth and adults have really enjoyed this night of fun during the winter. Child care provided. 

The Great Purl Knitting Group 
The Great Purl has moved to meeting on Wednesday evenings.  January dates 
January 6 & 20, 7:00 p.m.—8:30.  Those who want to learn and those with projects 
are all welcome.  Contact Martha Ross-Mockaitis with questions.  

Fellowship News 
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Mark your 2010 calendars now for Family Camp, June 18-20 (Father’s Day weekend). 

Book Club Meeting—January 19, 7:30 p.m. 

Family Camp, 2010! 

Game Night—January 10 

Hostess:                Betsy Wiltshire 
    
Book:   The Art of Racing in the Rain  



December is such a magical month for children! 
Adults have to work harder to get back to that 
feeling. This month, the children’s programs are 
designed to help them learn the story of Jesus’ 
birth and experience it for themselves, and to par-
ticipate in several ways of “giving back to others” 
because God through Jesus has given us such a 
gift! 
 
January brings us into Epiphany, the time when 
Jesus is recognized as the Christ to the world, 
through the coming of the Three Wise Ones from 
various parts of the world. Sunday School will be-
gin with our usual classes on January 3rd. 
 
Faith Explorers are studying Timothy, Eunice and 
Lois! “Timothy learned about the Christian faith 
from his family, from his mother Eunice, and his 
grandmother, Lois.  Paul taught Timothy that al-
though he was young, God could use him to teach 
the good news about Jesus Christ and to set an ex-
ample for faithful living for others. Read Acts 16:1, 
1 Timothy 4:12,  2 Timothy 1:5-8 and 3:14-17.  
“Keep on being faithful to what you were taught 
and to what you believed. “ - 2 Tim 3:14. This is 
good advice for the children to explore, and for 
parents of all ages! 
 
5 & 6th Grade teachers are needed for the month 
of February and March. The curriculum is ready 
for you! The children have enjoyed the class so far, 
but need a teacher. Teach for two weeks! Please 
prayerfully consider teaching this great group of 
children and let Martha know.  It really is fun to 
teach them, and the curriculum will teach you too! 
 
A big hand of applause to Elder Linda Bay for her 
4 (FOUR) years of leadership for the Children’s 
Ministries birth -6th grade! Ta Da! We are thankful 
for her willingness to assist in any way, her calm 
thinking, and great planning strategies. I’ve loved 
getting to know her and her great sense of humor! 
It will be great having her continue on the CMT 
(Children’s Ministry Team) as she helps our new 

elder, Nancy Holly, get started! 
 
Heifer International - Thank you to all who bought 
animals in lieu of gifts this Christmas! The total 
amount raised will be announced in the next 
Crossroads. We also thank Wilson Blomberg for 
asking for Heifer donations in lieu of birthday 
gifts! He generously gave his birthday collection to 
the children’s Heifer Jar and it will be included in 
the allocation this spring. A great idea for all of us 
to use and suggest to others! Thanks Wilson. 
 
INTERGENERATINAL 
FELLOWSHIP NIGHT IS 
JANUARY 10TH FROM 5-
7:30 IN THE NARTHEX. 
Please sign up in the 
Atrium. Bring a dish to 
share and several of your 
favorite games. Children, 
youth and adults have 
really enjoyed this night of fun during the winter. 
Child care provided. 
 
Sacraments Class will begin in January. This is the 
time that the two Sacraments celebrated by the 
Presbyterian Church are taught to all Third Grad-
ers, and any Fourth Grader who hasn’t had the 
class. One parent is asked to come to each class 
with their child because we have “family discus-
sions”.  MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR FAM-
ILY CALENDAR:  January 10 & 24 and February 
21 & 28th.  Class is taught from when the children 
leave worship after The Moment with the Young 
until 11:10.  A make up class will be scheduled for 
the group prior to the last class. All children will 
then participate in the Sacrament of Communion 
with their families on Sunday March 7th. Call 
Martha if you have any questions. The room will 
be posted on the Sunday School board in the 
Atrium on January 10th. 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Ministries 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

   1 
Office Closed 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 

2 
8 am Men’s Group 
 

3 
Communion Sunday 
8:45 am Bible Study 
9:45 am Worship & 
Sunday School 
11 am Fellowship 
11:10 Jr/Sr High Sun-
day School 
 

4 
 

5 
9:30-12:30 pm Staff 
Meeting 
1-3 pm Children’s Minis-
try Team 
3:30 Adult Ed 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 

6 
9:30—11:30 am Women’s 
Bible Study 
7 pm Great Purl Knitting 

7 
9:30 am LifeTalk at 
Caribou Coffee 
7:30—9:00 pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 

8 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 

9 
8 am Men’s Group 
 

10 
8:45 am Bible Study 
9:45 am Worship & 
Sunday School, Congre-
gational Meeting 
11 am Fellowship 
11:10 Jr/Sr High Sun-
day School 
11:10 Family Promise 
Meeting 
12-3 pm Jr. High Is-
lamic Center 
5-7:30pm Fellowship 
Game Night 

11 
5-6 pm Pastor Bible 
Study 

12 
9:30-12:30 pm Staff 
Meeting 
!-3 pm Children’s Ministry 
Team 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 
 

13 
9:30—11:30 am Women’s 
Bible Study 
5:45 pm Oasis Dinner 
6:30 pm Oasis Service 
7 pm Deacons Meeting 

14 
9:30 am LifeTalk at 
Caribou Coffee 
7:30—9:00 pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 

15 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 
 

16 
8 am Men’s Group 
10:30 Evangelism 
Meeting 
 

17 
8:45 am Bible Study 
9:45 am Worship & 
Sunday School 
11 am Fellowship 
11:10 am Adult Educa-
tion 

18 
MLK Day-Office Closed 
No Pastor Bible Study 
 
 

19 
9:30-12:30 pm Staff 
Meeting 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 
7:30 pm Book Club-Betsy 
Wiltshire Host 
 

20 
9:30—11:30 am Women’s 
Bible Study 
7 pm Great Purl Knitting 
 

21 
9:30 am LifeTalk at 
Caribou Coffee 
7:30—9:00 pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 

22 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 

23 
8 am Men’s Group 
9am-4pm Elder/Deacon 
Retreat 
 

24 
8:45 am Bible Study 
9:45 am Worship & 
Sunday School 
11 am Fellowship 
11:10 am Adult Ed 
11:10 Jr/Sr High Sun-
day School 
5:30—7:30 pm Youth 
Trivia Night 

25 
5-6 p.m. Pastor Bible 
Study 
 

26 
9:30-12:30 pm Staff 
Meeting 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 

27 
9:30—11:30 am Women’s 
Bible Study 
7 pm Session Meeting 

28 
9:30 am LifeTalk at 
Caribou Coffee 
7:30—9:00 pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 

29 
7:30 pm AA Meeting 
Jr. High Retreat—Return 
on the 31st 

30 
8 am Men’s Group 
 

31 
Love Loaves Sunday 
8:45 am Bible Study 
9:45 am Worship & 
Sunday School 
11 am Fellowship 
11:10 Sr High Sunday 
School 
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We’re on the Web! 
www.winnpres.org  

If you are receiving the Cross-
roads in the mail and would like 

to receive it via e-mail, let us 
know. 

Childcare for in-
fants,  

toddlers and 3 
year olds is pro-

vided during 
Sunday wor-
ship from the 
hours of 8:45 
am. to 12:15 

p.m. 

1255 Willow Road 
Winnetka, IL  60093 

Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

C ro ss road s  Ne ws le t te r  

Articles for the Crossroads are due by the 15th of this month.  Email your  
article or drop it off in the office. 


